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Vixen Tor on a winter’s morning 

 
 

Early winter sunshine on Plaster Down. 

Photo by John Noblet 



 

 

 

 

Things we have done and places we have seen 

 

Binoculars at the ready, 

Christine knows there are 

birds around here. 
Photo by Gerrye Edmunds on 
the Birdwatching Group visit 

near Saltash. 

A very interesting and informative time was had by all on the visit to TR2 in Plymouth 

organised recently by the social team 



 

 

  

David’s Message 

 

 

H 
ello everyone, and a very Happy New Year to 

you all. In fact, though you are reading this 

now, I will have written this page a couple of 

weeks before Christmas! Yet time will fly and before we 

realise it another new year begins.   

The other day I was looking at a picture of a jetty 

reaching out into a lake, it must be at dawn for all 

around it was dark.  In the distance the morning sun is 

ng to shine across the lake towards the jetty bringing 

hope for a new day. It made me think that seasons 

constantly change but new opportunities also arise.  

We are celebrating this month Keith and Esther Warner, who have been group 

leaders for the Recorder group since our U3A began, about 15 years ago. It is an 

end of one season, but who knows what new beginnings may be round the corner for 

them as they pass on their conductor’s baton to new group leaders, and the exciting 

challenge for them to pick it up. Thank you Keith and Esther from all of us. 

 

The U3A gives us constant opportunities to change seasons: to finish one thing and 

to try something new like reaching out beyond the jetty to the sunshine ahead.  

What about yourself?  Maybe it is time for you to start or join a new group or sub-
divide a group which has a waiting list. Maybe you would be exhilarated by joining 

the Committee in 2018 (a nicer bunch of people you could not meet) and put your 

skills to help steer us through the next season. Just a couple of thoughts as we make 

our New Year resolutions!  

 

Whatever the year may bring, I would like to say thank you to each of you who are 

reading this message, for being part of our U3A. Not just a part of us, but an 

essential part. Just by being ourselves and sharing friendship and interests with one 

another we are all enriched and encouraged.  My hope for all of us is that 2018 will 

be a year where we have a go at something new and so develop our ability to Learn, 

Live and Laugh and help one another do the same.  

 

With warmest best wishes  

 

David 

Notice is hereby given that the Fourteenth Annual General Meeting of the Tavy 

District U3A will be held in the Town Hall, Tavistock on Wednesday, 7th March 

2018 at 2.00 pm. 

 

Any member wishing to submit a formal motion to be tabled at the meeting should 

do so in writing or e-mail to the secretary, Liz Heaton by Friday 16th February 

2018. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

TWENTY QUESTIONS 
 

With Val Turner 

 
 

What is your earliest memory?  Sitting under the dining table with my 

brother and wondering what were the specks dancing in the sunbeam coming 

through the window. I was nearly three. 

 

Where were you born? Bournemouth, when it was in Hampshire and 

before it was moved to a minor county cricket- wise. 

 

What work did your parents do?  Father a car mechanic, mother a 

teacher.  Only last year did I discover that the garage he worked for nearly all 

his life was at one time the only one South of London (sic!) allowed to service 

Rolls and Bentleys. 

 

Early education?  Bishop’s Lydeard School. I had to sit quietly at the 

teacher’s table in the big room where my mother taught the big boys and girls 

(presumably the 10-14s). Joining Infants class when I was old enough was 

horrid!  St.James CofE Primary, then Talbot Heath Girls’ School, both in 

Bournemouth. 

 

And further education? Teacher Training College. Only 4% of the 

population went to university in the mid-50s and two-year training was regarded 

as adequate for primary and most secondary teaching. The grammar schools 

could recruit from universities where students may have been well versed in 

their subjects but did not then have to undergo teacher training. Much later 

there was OU to enhance my geological understanding. 

 

When did you move to Devon? In 1972, after teaching in Birmingham and 

Essex and running a Youth Hostel in NW Scotland (at the foot of An Teallach, for 

the mountaineers among you) I moved to Kingsbridge to teach. 

 

What are your early memories of Tavistock?  Creber’s and the bookstall 

in the market. The whole ambience of the town made me think it would be a 

very pleasant place to live. 

 

When did you move to Tavistock?  That is for the future. I have made it 

as far as Yelverton where Brian and I came in 1999 when we had joined forces 

and were looking for a house with a view 

 

Tell me about your travelling.  Really? How long have you got?  As an old 

Geography teacher, in peer company, I can do some serious name dropping.  

Atlases out, please. 

I like cold places and have had a long love affair with the heroic age of Antarctic 

exploration. I wanted to stand at Shackleton’s grave and take off my woolly hat 

to him. I have achieved that twice on trips that, as well as South Georgia, have 
included the Falklands, the Antarctic peninsula and, on the voyage back to 

Dartmouth, Tristan da Cunha, Nightingale Island, St.Helena, Ascension and   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

the Cabo Verdes (before they hit the brochures). That led on to an icebreaker 

voyage through the Russian side of the Arctic from Kirkenes in Norway to the 
Bering Strait and another woolly hat moment at Nansen’s memorial on Cape 

Chelyushkin. Then there is magical Iceland. 

 

Anywhere hot?   Desert elephants in Namibia, rambling in Sardinia in 

August, walking among Graeco-Roman ruins in Libya, snorkelling in the 

Seychelles among little jewelled fish and, most memorably, Ecuador and the 

Galapagos with Diana Smirles. It encompassed everything from hot and wet to 

cold and dry. 

 

And?  Over a period of 40 years lots of very interesting, often very 

beautiful, places with charming geological leaders through the Geological Section 

of the Devonshire Association (details available from me). 

 

Do you have other jobs in retirement?  I am a volunteer watchkeeper for 

the National Coastwatch Institution at Prawle Point. There are about 2000 

volunteers manning 50 or so lookouts as ‘eyes along the coast’ and I do 27 or 

more 4 hour watches a year, mostly on Sunday afternoons. 

 

How did you come to join U3A?   Brian saw a notice down at Yelverton 

shops advertising the creation of a second U3A in Tavistock so we went to the 

inaugural meeting in Kingdon Hall in November 2002 and joined at once.  There 

are still many faces around who were at that meeting. 

 

Do you have a most memorable moment?   Changing a film (pre-digital) 

in a camera, sitting on Salisbury Plain, South Georgia, surrounded by thousands 

of King penguins, deafened by their squawking, my nostrils cleaned out by the 

acrid smell of their poo and having a few come right up to me to see what brand 
of film I was using and then pecking the toes of my wellies to see if they were 

edible. 

 

How would you like to be remembered? For the quality of my egg and 

cress sandwiches. 

Thank you, Val 

 

It seems as if it only happened yesterday 

I 
 was about eleven and at school, which was an old manor house with an 

enormous garden. The Battle of Britain was in full swing and we were told to 

keep near to the air raid shelter if things became serious.  With three of my 

friends we decided that we should help the war effort so vanished down into the 

furthest reaches of the garden to do our bit. From pieces laying around we built a 

slingshot catapult, and it seemed to work quite well. In fact, a few days later 

during the lunch break we saw a Spitfire chasing a Jerry plane coming our way so 

we loaded our catapult with a middle sized rock and fired it at just the right 
moment,……..…we scored a direct hit………………on next door’s greenhouse.  

Absolutely true.  

 

Philip Cazaly    

 



 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

Subscriptions 2018 
 

S 
ubscriptions are now due.  I will be at my usual place at the back of the hall at 

the January meeting and will accept payment then by cash or cheque.  
However, if you’d like to avoid the queue, there are four other options for 

paying.  You can post me a cheque, pay by standing order, pay by bank transfer or 

renew online. 

 

There is no change in the amount payable: £15 for one person or £28 for joint 

membership for two people living at the same address.  If you pay the full 

subscription to another U3A, then we do not have to pay a second capitation fee to 

the national office and you may therefore reduce the amount payable by £3.50 per 

person. 

 

Our online renewal system can be accessed through our website 

(www.tavydistrictu3a.org.uk).  To log in, simply follow the link on the membership 
page.  You’ll need your membership number - if you no longer have a note of your 

number, please check with me at randall@abatos.org or on 859167.  Payment is 

made through Paypal, but this doesn’t mean that you need a Paypal account – you 

can simply use a debit or credit card.  You can also update your personal details 

online.   

 

Important - because of the way the system works, if you have a joint membership 

and only one of you has signed a Gift Aid declaration, it is essential that you renew 

both members by logging in to the record of the member who has signed the Gift 

Aid declaration.  This will allow us to reclaim Gift Aid on the whole subscription.  For 

the same reason, if you are renewing by cheque, please make sure this is either 

from a joint account or from the account of the taxpayer.  We will assume that, if 

you pay from a joint account or pay a joint subscription by cash, you would like us 
to reclaim Gift Aid on the whole of the subscription, unless you let me know 

otherwise.   

 

If you prefer to pay by standing order or by bank transfer, our bank details are 

 

Account number 24972360 

Sort code  77-09-07 

 

If you would prefer to pay by post, please make the cheque payable to Tavy District 

U3A and send it to: 

 

Randall Williams, Overdale, Buckland Monachorum, Yelverton, PL20 7LQ 
 

We no longer use a renewal form – just put the name/s of the person/s renewing on 

the back of the cheque.  However, if you have changed your address, telephone 

number or email address, please let me know.   

 

Whatever method you use to renew, please let me know at randall@abatos.org or 

on 859167 if you are no longer a taxpayer, as that means that we can no longer 

reclaim Gift Aid on your behalf.  Thanks. 

 

Randall Williams 

http://www.tavydistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:randall@abatos.org
mailto:randall@abatos.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wine Group   

 

I 
n November the Wine Group were taken on a tour of Italy tasting red wines 

(vino rosso) as they went. Of course all from the Frances’s dining room in Weir 

Quay. You may like to follow some of it. 

 

Chianti in Tuscany is probably the best-known Italian wine district situated between 

Florence and Sienna, to the south. Its red wines are characterised by red and black 

cherry characters and are all based on the sangiovese grape. It’s safer to try classic 

or others aged for a year or more. 

 

The Veneto with Valpolicella is not always known for the quality of its reds but if 

you find a ripasso – where the red is refermented over the lees (sediment) of 

Recioto/Amarone it will be full and complex. 

 

The other ‘trick’ of this region, and it’s a great one, is to choose some of the grapes 

and place them in a temperature controlled loft where they dry and concentrate 

their flavours, aromas and natural sweetness. Amarone is not cheap but if you 

want to have a special…… 

 

In the north the most important wine region 

is Piedmont. Barbera, is a classic pizza 

pasta wine but also, if d’Alba or d’Asti and 

aged in small French oak barriques, can be 
very good. The ‘king’ of the region is Barolo 

– a full-bodied wine with complex aromas 

and flavours of strawberries.  

 

Some of you will have visited Puglia and I 

hope you tasted their red wines, particularly 

if made from Primitivo – a grape producing 

luscious, heavy ‘food’ wine. The other 

successful red is Salice Salento made from 

negromaro and malvasia nera producing 
deeply coloured wine with aromas of dark 

berries, spice and smoky scent. 

 

Other Italian wines to consider are 

Montepulciano d’Abruzzo, generally 

medium bodied and flavourful and better 

consumed with food and from Sicily Nero 

d’Avola. 

 

Italians classify their wines similarly to the French. Above vina tavola (table wine) 

are IGP and IGT (protected or typical of a region). Beyond these are DOC (protected 

designation of origin) and DOCG (controlled and guaranteed). 

 

Do try some and enjoy! 

 

Ian Gasper             
     

 
Deadline for next Newsletter 20th February 



 

 

 

 

 

 
The deadline for the next Newsletter is 20th February  

 

 

Weekenders Group 
 

T 
he Weekenders Group continue to enjoy meeting for coffee once a month in 

the bar area of the Wharf to discuss events and activities of potential interest. 

During the year various members have enjoyed the following events: 

 

Villages in Action, a rural touring scheme that brings top quality professional arts 

events eg music and drama to communities in local village halls, entertained 

members in Meavy, Mary Tavy and Lydford. Sadly funding for this scheme has ended 

and we cannot look forward to further events in the year to come. 

 

Clearbrook Village Hall provided an excellent evening full of laughter (by all 

accounts), when drama group 'The Pantaloons', performed “Pride and Prejudice”, a 

cleverly adapted joyous comic makeover of the treasured story. This group is highly 

recommended should they perform again in our area. The same can also be said of 

Buckland Monachorum Drama Group, who performed 'Cruises can be Murder', a play 

with a meal, enjoyed by all members who attended. 

 

The Wharf has an excellent varied events calendar and members regularly attend 

many of them. In particular this year Judie Tzuke's very popular songs and stories 

tour, the Magic of Glen Miller and very recently 'Cheshire Cats' by the Tavonians 

Theatre Company. 

 

The U3A Garden Club visits organised by Jennie Youngs and Margaret Carter are 

always mentioned. They are popular with some weekender members who this year 

visited the Delamore Art Sculpture exhibition, and other gardens.  

 

Two members are visiting the Isle of Man with Hemmings Coaches in the Spring next 

year and several other members are considering going also.   

 

We do organise lunches, this year not so often, but the charity lunch at 

Lewtrenchard Manor earlier in the year was very popular and to end the year a lunch 

at Cafe Scrumptious in Mary, Tavy has been planned. 

 

This is an overview of some events members attended, but not all. We enjoy 

meeting once a month and over coffee suggesting ideas for possible visits to share 

with others. New members are always welcome - second Saturday in the month, bar 

area of the Wharf.  

 

Sheila Byworth 

Quote from medical consultation: 

 

“She takes regular exercise, attending pilates, aqua aerobics, and goes for 

walks with her husband. She remains active in the Youth 3A …………” 

 
       Thanks to Andy Paskins for this wisdom. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

German Conversation II 
 

W 
e meet twice a month and usually have a (pretty open-ended) prepared 

subject that we can talk about, such as Music; History; a Winter Experience 

– we now know that Dave has never tried skiing again after his first high-

speed encounter with a snowdrift. And we nearly always tell one another what we 

have been up to in the intervening weeks.  

 

These accounts can vary from the more expected, such as descriptions of visits and 

visitations, to the less expected such as the finer points of buying wellington boots; 

having hedgehogs in your garden; why, when photographing Scotch Pines in the 

Cairngorms, you want the light just so; what it’s like watching German dubbed 

television in Prague. From which you will gather that though our abilities vary we’re 

prepared to tackle anything! – With mixed results of course. None of us being 

German-speaking experts we probably re-inforce lots of bad habits, but we feel we 

are progressing and we get plenty of enjoyment in the process. On the whole we’re 

not too earnest about what we do. 

 

This year, in addition to our regular 
conversation pieces, we have enjoyed 

trying to understand an idiomatic 

letter from a friend in Germany; we’ve 

much appreciated recorded readings 

made by a member’s kind wife (fluent 

German with a decent accent – what a 

treat!); and we’ve tackled an exercise 

from a German text book and a page 

from a German Tourist Magazine – the 

children’s page of course!  

 

We were also delighted to be invited 

by Renate’s German Conversation 

Group to join them for a German 

lunch. They had worked hard to 

provide a typical and tasty German 

menu and we happily consumed our 

share, having worked up an appetite 

first while trying to solve a couple of 

German puzzles that Renate had set 

us. It was a thoroughly enjoyable get 

together.  

 

This year our Group has lost one 

member and welcomed a new one and 

currently we number 6, which means 

that we all get plenty of opportunities 

to try out our German. We could 

absorb a couple more members if you 

might be interested. 

 

Sarah Berry 

 

Continuing the German theme, the Christmas 

Tree Festival in Tavistock was a great success 

in 2017. This is the Tavy District U3A tree. 
Photo by John Noblet 



 

 

 

 

 

French Novel Group 
 

W 
e have recently discovered a modern French detective writer, Fred(erica) 

Vargas, whose novels have gained worldwide popularity. Our first one 

“Debout les morts” (called The Evangelists in translation) introduced 

interesting and credible characters in search of a missing neighbour and 

subsequently her murderer. 

 

Set in Paris, the homely conviviality of a ramshackle townhouse and the nearby 

restaurant provided a contrast with a gripping night rescue from a well in a disused 

provincial property. Three young historians assisted the ”godfather”, a disgraced 

former police inspector, in the murder investigation. 

 

As readers, there were “red herrings” to fool us and many events to provide 

suspense right up to the final moments. We look forward to renewing our 

acquaintance with the same characters in the second novel of the trilogy after 

Christmas.  

 

We concluded our study of the failed French attempt to occupy an island in Rio de 

Janeiro Bay. The novel “Rouge Brésil” was set at the time of the Portuguese 
settlements in South America in the 16th century. We learned many new jungle and 

naval expressions in our 600 page story! 

 

We enjoyed the poetic style and oriental descriptions in a short novel by M. Énard. 

This was based on the proven fact that Michael-Angelo spent a few months in 

Constantinople, invited by the Sultan to design a bridge across the Golden Horn. 

However, following an attempt made on his life, Michael-Angelo was obliged to flee. 

Unfortunately for posterity, his unfinished bridge was later destroyed by floods after 

a powerful earthquake. 

 

Another novel by this author may prove a good choice in 2018. 

 

We met as a group on eight occasions this year. We discuss in English the novels 

which we read at home in French. We have to fit in our sessions between other U3A 

commitments, holiday plans and family responsibilities. The group is to be 

complimented on its expertise in reading in French as naturally as in English, no 

mean feat after all! Our discussion afternoons have been a real pleasure to host at 

my “Maison Blanche”. 

 

Frances Stephens 

 

We all know that local 

authorities are strapped for 

cash but surely Cornwall 

Council are taking things a 

bit far? 

This road sign was seen by 

John Noblet at a crossroads 

near St Neot whilst out for a 

walk. 



 

 

 

 

Rummikub 
  

W 
e are only a small group but 

have room for anyone who 
would like to join us. We have 

lots of fun and laughter. Here we are 

having our Christmas nibbles and drinks. 

 

Need thirty to start 

A smiley counts for anything 

To help you to win. 

 

Mary Piper 

 

Creative Writing Group 
 

 

T 
he Creative Writing Group, though small, is very lively. We bring a piece we 

have written in advance; after having presented these we write to an agreed 

topic for perhaps a quarter of an hour. The writing that comes out of this is 

surprisingly diverse. 

 

We are united in our desire to improve our writing, whether our aim is to write 

stories, poetry, novels or articles. There is plenty of laughter – we are certainly 

not solemn all the time!  

 

Anybody with a love for the written word is very welcome to join us – we normally 

meet on the second Wednesday of the month in the afternoon. 

 

Felicity Luckman 

 

 

Memories of 

Christmas Past 

 

The Christmas Party 

in the Town Hall in 

December. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Not 

 
By Erin Hanson 
 

You are not your age, 
 
Nor the size of clothes you wear, 
 
You are not a weight, 
 
Or the colour of your hair. 
 
You are not your name, 
 
Or the dimples in your cheeks, 
 
You are all the books you read, 
 
And all the words you speak, 
 
You are your croaky morning voice,  
 
And the smiles you try to hide, 
 
You’re the sweetness in your laughter, 
 
And every tear you’ve cried, 
 
You’re the songs you sing so loudly,  
 
When you know you’re all alone,  
 
You’re the places that you’ve been to, 
 
And the one that you call home,  
 
You’re the things that you believe in, 
 
And the people that you love, 
 
You’re the photos in your bedroom,  
 
And the future that you dream of, 
 
But it seems that you forgot,  
 
When you decided that you were defined, 
 
By all the things you’re not. 
 

Thanks to Margaret Garton  

 
The deadline for the next 

Newsletter is 20th February 

 

Ten Glorious Years 

 

T 
here is a proliferation of 

French groups in our U3A 

now, including beginners 

and improvers groups, café 

français, a novel reading group 

and a conversation group.  

 

It was not so ten years ago when 

Carole Hughes persuaded Marie-

Madeleine to lead the first French 

group. This became the 

conversation group led so ably for 

the past ten years by Maurice and 

Marie-Madeleine. From it the 

other groups have sprung. 

 

With good reason then a 

celebration of ten glorious years 

was held on Tuesday 8th 

December. Some twenty 

francophiles gathered at the Peter 

Tavy Inn for lunch and festive 

cake.  

 

Before the entrée was served 

Maurice and Marie-Madeleine 

recalled the early days of the 

group although it must be 

admitted that, whilst conversation 

flowed, not a lot of French was 

heard after that. 

 

At the end of the meal, with his 

customary eloquence John 

Hughes made a presentation of 
French wine to Maurice and Marie-

Madeleine.  

 

It was a small thank you for ten 

years of stimulating and often 

challenging leadership and tuition.  

 

A spirited and reasonably tuneful 
rendering of all four verses of 

“Chevaliers de la Table Ronde” 

concluded a very happy occasion. 

 

David Voller 

 



 

 

Tuesday 9th January  

Walking on Whitchurch and Plaster Downs. 4 miles        Diana 

 

Tuesday 16th January  

Walk from Anderton layby to Walreddon, Double Waters and Grenofen. An easy walk 

to help with those New Year resolutions. 6.5 miles.                    John 

 

Thursday 25th January 

Walk from Princetown to Nun’s Cross Farm. Mainly good tracks, easy walking, about 

5 miles. Optional lunch at Fox Tor Café.                                       Chris and Jennie                                                               

        
Tuesday 13th February                     

Walking from Calstock in the Danescombe and Tamar Valleys. 4 miles.            Diana 

                                                                                                                                      

Tuesday 20th February  

Walk from Cadover Bridge over Shaugh Moor to Hawks Tor and then to Shaugh Prior 

and the Plym gorge. 6.5 miles.                                                                      John                                                                                            

 

Thursday 22nd February    

Details TBC               Tony 

The meeting place and time for all walks is the free car park at Pixon Lane (just below the 

Market Inn) at 9.40am. unless otherwise stated above. 

Bring lunch. 

Walks 

 

 

John’s walking 

group went to see 

the garland at 

Cotehele House. 

Here are some of 

them at Cotehele 

Quay and a close 

up of the garland 

in the Great Hall. 



 

 

 

THEATRE NEWS 

 

 
I 

t has been an enjoyable year for Theatre visits with many tickets sold and lots of 

shows enjoyed.   

 

It does seem the Theatre Royal is becoming a showplace for new (and old) Musicals, 

with just a few plays and operas dotted into the programme, and with the Live 

Downloads available at the local cinemas there is a greater selection of theatre to 

enjoy at very good prices. 

 

This month you will be able to collect the tickets for Cinderella and Sunset 

Boulevard.  I know sometimes it is not possible to collect your tickets but you can 

always ask someone else to collect them for you, or email me and we will sort 

something out.  This is the last call for the Cinderella tickets as the show is before 

our February meeting.  

 

If you want to see Jungle Book you have to pay for that show at our January 

meeting, and the deadline for This House and Miss Saigon are at the February 

meeting but you can always pay in advance! 

 

This is the list of shows on offer at the moment; 

 

Jungle Book Tuesday 3 April ‘18 7pm circle row C £22.  Deadline January ‘18. 

This House Thursday 3 May ’18 2.30 circle row B £22.50.  Deadline February 

‘18. 

Thriller Live! Friday 15 June 5pm circle row B £25.  Deadline April ’18. 

Miss Saigon Thursday 12 July ’18 2.30 upper circle row C and D £48.  
Deadline February ’18. 

An Officer and a Gentleman Thursday 23 August 2.30 upper circle row C 

£26.  Deadline June ’18. 

 

We wish you all Happy Theatre Going in 2018! 

 

Janet Hunt   janle.hunt47@gmail.com 

 

Email Addresses 
 

We take the security of our members seriously and for this reason we do not 

show most email addresses in the Newsletter (as this is available to read online). 

 

If you wish to contact a member of the committee, or perhaps a group leader, 

use the contact form on our website www.tavydistrictu3a.org.uk 

 

Please make sure that you have the Group Leader’s mobile phone number if you 

are joining a Group on a trip or day out. Such occasions might be a Social event, 

a Walking or Birdwatching group or similar. 

There have been instances where members have been held up on their way to a 

meeting place and have not been able to contact the leader to let them know.  

 



 

 

 

 

Social 

Tuesday January 30th:  Skittles at the Blacksmith’s Arms. 

  

Wednesday January 31st at 7.00pm:  Our annual Quiz with Wine and Cheese at 

the Alexander Centre. £5. 

   

Thursday February 8th 10.30 am:-  Visit to the Synagogue in Plymouth. £3. 

  

Monday February 26th 11.30 am:- Skittles (as above). 

  

August 27th – 31st:- Holiday to Shropshire. 

  
Further plans for the year are in hand  but dates and details have yet to be 

confirmed. These include:- 

  

A guided walk round Devonport 

  

A coach trip to Truro, a sail down the Fal to Falmouth and coach return. 

  

A guided tour round Looe. 

  

A play at the Minack Theatre 

  

Further details will be placed in the newsletter and on the Social Table at the 
monthly meetings where you can sign up and pay. 

Please make sure that you have the Group Leader’s mobile phone number if you 

are joining a Group on a trip or day out. Such occasions might be a Social event, 

a Walking or Birdwatching group or similar. 

There have been instances where members have been held up on their way to a 

meeting place and have not been able to contact the leader to let them know.  

 



 

 

TAVY  

 

DISTRICT  
 

 

 

 

Tavy District U3A 
 meets on the  

first Wednesday of 
the month  

at 2.00pm in 
Tavistock Town 

Hall 

   

Chair David Palmer 612100 

Vice Chair Paul Ward 610608 

Business Secretary Liz Heaton 615129 

Treasurer Randall Williams 859167 

Membership Barry Smith 07702 871671 

Groups Liaison  Caroline Paskins 853377 

Newsletter Distribution Christine Pleydell 613054 

Speaker’s Liaison Andy Paskins 853377 

Two Moors Liaison Barry Smith 07702 871671 

Equipment Officer Andy Paskins 853377 

Catering Liaison Anna Clarkson 614243 

Without Portfolio Robin Neave 854766 

   

Social Committee Norma Woodcock 613597 

 Lillian Taylor 617720 

 Chris Webb 613884 

 Diana Smirles 612763 

 Janet Hunt 613088 

The Committee  

Our Speaker Programme for the next few months: 
 

February 7th 
Confessions of a Guide Book Writer 

Sue Viccars 

 

March 7th 

Archaeological Investigations in Tavistock 

Andrew Thompson 

Last date for inclusion in the next 
Newsletter is 20th February 

 
Email to                                                

johnnoblet@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk 


