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Vixen Tor on a winter’s morning 

 
 

Autumn colours at the Garden House         
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Christmas in the Town Hall 

Images of the Christmas Party 
with Stella Searson 

by Andy Paskins  



 

 

  

David’s Message 

 

 

B 
y the time you read this, Christmas will be a distant and 
hopefully happy memory and we will be looking forward 
to see what 2019 will bring us. The world seems to me 

a more uncertain place than it used to be and that can be very 
unsettling for all of us with so many unknowns.  

At the beginning of last month I decided to take part in a silent 
retreat at a place called Lee Abbey in North Devon, near the 
Valley of Rocks. There were fifty people there and it was a 
great time away for some spiritual reflection and walks around 
the extensive grounds, through the woods and up to the coast 
where the waves were crashing powerfully against the rocks.  

It was fairly wild weather but we were encouraged to take our time and appreciate our 
surroundings, smell the pine trees, taste the sea air and touch the leaves which were turning 
brown and crisp, and find inner stillness from the normal routines of life. The silence lasted for 
two and a half days and it is amazing the things you can hear in the quiet, when the sounds of 
“normal life” fade away. It was a real education for me and I would highly recommend it.  
As I look back over the last year, I see how rich we are as a U3A in providing all kinds of 
educational experiences with enjoyment. There really has been so much to choose from that we 
might wish there were more hours in the day! Please do sign up for groups and try something 
new as you may be surprised that you have hidden gifts. Also do remember that you can start a 
group of your own if you don’t find what you are looking for – I spoke to a gentleman recently who 
would like to put a music band together. If you are interested, let us know and we will put you in 
touch. We will need new leaders for Garden Visits this year, so please do offer to take this on if 
gardens are your thing. The spirit of the U3A is that we all help each other. It is through this that 
we thrive as an organisation.  
 
In March a number of our Committee members will finish their three year service. Each one has 
been really excellent in keeping Tavy District U3A running so well and we will miss their reliability 
and devotion to look after us all. New members will be received at our AGM in March, however 
we still lack a new Speaker Secretary to take over from Andy Paskins. This job can be done by 
two people working together if that is easier, but if we cannot cover this role, we will not be able 
to continue to invite speakers at our first Wednesdays after the next few months, if no speakers 
have been booked! This is now an urgent request - please do come forward and let one of us 
know if you might be interested in this role, which is not a difficult one, promises Andy.  
 
Whatever 2019 will bring, we know that we are all a part of a very supportive U3A family and 
each one of us has a special place. Thank you for being part of it. 
 
Best wishes for a good year ahead to you all,  
 
David 

The deadline for the next Newsletter is 20th February 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 Twenty Questions 

With Robin Neave 
 

 
What are your earliest childhood memories?   I moved around quite a bit as a child as 
my father worked for The Ministry of Agriculture and, in order to further his career, he had to take 
promotions in different counties. The main feature that existed in all our homes and thus in my 
memories was a large sandpit. I have various memories of playing contentedly making sand pies 
for various dolls and teddies. Bizarrely I can’t picture our early houses – just the sandpits! 
 
Describe your childhood.  Moving around meant that we were a close family unit with 
family days out, playing board games etc. It was a very traditional childhood with my parents 
being very typical of that era – Father working, mother looking after the domestic side of things. 
She did go back to work part-time once my brother and I were teenagers, which we both hated – 
we’d grown used to her always being there for us when we got in from school! The best thing 
about my childhood was being given the freedom to just go out, explore the countryside, and use 
our imaginations.  
 
Did you like school?  Yes. Always being ‘the new girl’ was tough at times, especially if you 
didn’t fit in for whatever reason (usually accent!) but in hindsight all those moves and having to 
constantly make new friends made me resilient and resourceful, and probably contributed to my 
initial career choice.  
 
Any particular teachers stand out and why?  My Head of Economics at Ilkley Grammar 
School (well, in fairness he was the Economics Department!) John Thomson or JT to us. He was 
tough but fair and just always seemed to be one step ahead of us in terms of what we’d been up 
to!  In addition, his lessons always seemed fun – we did do some economics but we also knew 
just as much about his children and his horse-racing addiction! Still, he must have done 
something right as I got an A! 
 
Why didn’t you go on to study at University on leaving school?   In all honesty, I’d just 
had enough of book learning and was keen to get out into the big, wide world, earn some money 
and be independent.  
 
So, what did you do then?  I joined the WRNS! Initially, after completing basic training at 
HMS Dauntless and HMS Dryad (both now long since closed down), I joined HMS Heron better 
known as RNAS Yeovilton in Somerset. I was stationed there for nearly 3 years during which 
time The Falklands War occurred – an interesting and challenging time for all those involved. I 
worked as an Air Traffic Control Assistant which sparked my love of naval aviation and many 
years later I returned to Yeovilton as an Air Traffic Controller. In total, I served for 13 years during 
which time the WRNS was disbanded and all females were incorporated into the Royal Navy. So 
I joined with blue badges and rank stripes and left with gold! 
 
What were your highs and lows in the Navy?  The lows would have to be the untimely 
deaths of several colleagues – military flying comes with increased risks. But the highs were 
many and numerous.  I met so many interesting people and made some friends for life. I am 
especially proud of the fact that I worked my way up and became an officer thus realising my 
dream of becoming a controller.  
 
Why did you leave the Navy if you enjoyed it so much?   I was married by then and 
wanted to start a family. Although the Navy had become a more equal employer and I could have 
taken maternity leave and returned, I felt that my job and being a mother were not compatible. 
Additionally, my husband was also in the Navy and away a great deal so it seemed the sensible 
thing to do. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Why did you study for a degree in later life?  Unfortunately, my marriage ended in 
divorce and I was left with two small children to bring up on my own. I needed a job/career that 
would fit in with them and becoming a teacher seemed the obvious solution.  
 
How did you find that?   I studied at Marjons here in Plymouth doing a BA in English 
Language with Linguistics. It was definitely the right course for me, as I found it all incredibly 
fascinating once I’d got to grips with all the grammar!  
 
What did you do next?   I managed to realise my ambition of becoming a teacher after a 
year’s PGCE course. I taught English (naturally!) at Hele’s in Plymouth for three years and then 
moved to Okehampton College where I ended up as Head of English and then Head of Year 11. 
 
Why did you take early retirement?   A variety of reasons really – teaching had 
changed so much even in the short time that I was doing it. It seemed it had become more about 
meeting targets rather than the individual children.  
 
It sounds like you didn’t enjoy teaching?   On the contrary, teaching is an incredibly 
rewarding profession and there were so many aspects of the job that I loved. Being able to 
facilitate children’s learning is a very powerful thing – nothing can beat that moment when a child 
‘gets’ a complex idea, or you give them the confidence to try something that previously 
intimidated them. Working with children and young adults was never dull – they were constantly 
challenging and testing me, but in a positive way. They never failed to amaze me with some of 
their insights and interpretations. 
 
What is the achievement of which you are most proud ?   There are several 
professional candidates – becoming a Royal Naval Officer, becoming an Air Traffic Controller, 
achieving a First Class Honours in my degree as well as becoming a teacher but, if I’m honest, 
it’s bringing up my two children on my own. I never set out to be a single mum (I don’t suppose 
any one does) and it was incredibly hard at times (as all parents will agree) but they have turned 
into two amazing adults (admittedly, I’m biased!) with whom I have a close relationship. 
 
Are you enjoying your retirement?   Well, I’ve ended up with a part-time job! I walked 
into the Oxfam Bookshop here in Tavistock with the aim of volunteering there and ended up as 
the Deputy Manager. It’s a lovely place to both work and volunteer, and it’s the closest I’ll ever 
get to having my own bookshop (a childhood dream!) 
 
When you’re not working, how do you fill your time?   As I live on my own, keeping 
on top of the house and garden takes up a certain amount of time. Those of you that know me 
might not be too surprised to discover that I love socialising and so meeting up with friends for a 
chat figures quite prominently! I like going to the theatre, eating out, embroidery and reading – all 
of which are reflected in the U3A groups that I belong to. 
 
What prompted you to join the U3A committee?  I was asked! Seriously, I felt that I didn’t 
know many members, it seemed a good way to get to know people and it’s only for three years. 
 
Any unfulfilled ambitions?  I’d like to travel more. I have never been much of a one for 
holidays as, never living close to family, holidays tended to be spent visiting family and friends. 
However, this year I went to India and had the most amazing time – I’ve definitely got the bug 
now. I’m going to Jordan next autumn and want to visit the Far East and see the Northern Lights. 
  
Your philosophy in life?   Treat others as you would like to be treated and always be as 
positive as you can. 

Thank you, Robin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Subscriptions 2018  
 

S 
ubscriptions are now due. I’ll be at my usual place at the back of the hall at the January 
meeting and will accept payment then by cash or cheque. However, if you’d like to avoid 
the queue, there are four other options for paying. You can post me a cheque, pay by 

standing order, pay by bank transfer or renew online. 
 
There is no change in the amount payable: £15 for one person or £28 for joint membership for 
two people living at the same address. If you pay the full subscription to another U3A, then we do 
not have to pay a second capitation fee to the national office and you may therefore renew as an 
associate member and reduce the amount payable by £3.50 per person. 
 
Our online renewal system can be accessed through our website (www.tavydistrictu3a.org.uk). 
To log in, simply follow the link on the membership page. You’ll need your membership number - 
if you no longer have a note of your number, please check with me at randall@abatos.org or on 
859167. Payment is made through PayPal, but this doesn’t mean that you need a PayPal 
account – you can simply use a debit or credit card. You can also update your personal details 
online.   
 
Important - because of the way the system works, if you have a joint membership and 
only one of you has signed a Gift Aid declaration, it is essential that you renew both members by 
logging in to the record of the member who has signed the Gift Aid declaration. This will allow us 
to reclaim Gift Aid on the whole subscription. For the same reason, if you are renewing by 
cheque, please make sure this is either from a joint account or from the account of the taxpayer. 
We will assume that, if you pay from a joint account or pay a joint subscription by cash, you 
would like us to reclaim Gift Aid on the whole of the subscription, unless you let me know 
otherwise.   
 
If you prefer to pay by standing order or by bank transfer, our bank details are 
 
Account number 24972360 
Sort code  77-09-07 
 
If you would prefer to pay by post, please make the cheque payable to Tavy District U3A and 
send it to: 
 
Randall Williams 
Overdale 
Buckland Monachorum 
Yelverton 
PL20 7LQ 
 
We no longer use a renewal form – just put the name/s of the person/s renewing on the back of 
the cheque. However, if you have changed your address, telephone number or email address, 
please let me know or change your details online. 
 
Whatever method you use to renew, please let me know at randall@abatos.org or on 859167 if 
you are no longer a taxpayer, as that means that we can no longer reclaim Gift Aid on your 
behalf. Please let me know also if you don’t intend to renew.  Thanks. 
 
Randall Williams 
Treasurer 

http://www.tavydistrictu3a.org.uk
mailto:randall@abatos.org
mailto:randall@abatos.org


 

 

 

The deadline for the 
next Newsletter is 

20th February 

Wine Society Outing 
 

T 
his is a belated report of a trip made by the Wine Group to Sharpham Vineyard in July. 
The group was some ten people strong and we went for a tour of the wine processing 
plant and, possibly more importantly, lunch as well. 

 
When visiting the vineyard the first point I would make is not to try and take shortcuts on the drive 
there. We did and got hopelessly lost. We tried asking some locals where it was but despite 
apparently having just driven past it – as we found out later - they had no idea where it was 
located. We then tried the right route and finally found it, just in time to miss the start of the tour 
but in plenty of time for lunch!  
 
The tour was fairly short and concentrated on the history of the Sharpham Vineyard and the 
technical aspects of the wine making process, much of which I’ll admit went straight over my 
head. At the end of the tour several wines were brought around for us to taste, from a very dry 
white wine to a more full flavoured red. Personally, I prefer a full bodied wine so many of the 
wines were too dry for my taste, although others in the wine group liked them. That said taste is a 
very individual thing and people should visit and make up their own mind. 
 
It is also worth noting that Sharpham wine has won quite a few awards and those with a more 
discerning palate than me obviously rate them more highly than I do. Overall, Sharpham’s 
Bacchus was my favourite but, retailing at almost £17 a bottle, it is rather expensive. However, in 
contrast, Sharpham’s sparkling wines were very good, both the Brut and the sparkling pink. And, 
at £25 a bottle, reasonably priced compared with champagne of an equivalent quality.  
 
Lunch at the vineyard was a real treat and good value. We ate at ‘The Cellar Door’ which 
Sharpham say is a new venture using local and seasonal ingredients. Be that as it may, the food 
was imaginative, well presented and full of flavour. The restaurant was quite busy and we had to 
wait a while for the food but it was definitely worth the wait. Showing my uneducated tastes, the 
thing I most remember was the bread board the staff brought around whilst we waited. It was 
delicious, especially mixed with very salty butter. So good we ordered two more, and still found 
room for the main lunch. 
 
Overall, Sharpham for me was a mixed bag. Many of their still wines were too dry for my taste 
and the processing plant tour, although interesting, was quite technical. However, I think there is 
another tour which includes a walk around the vineyard itself: people tell me that is interesting 
and enjoyable, especially on a warm summer’s day, and I would like to do that. More positively, 
their sparkling wines were good and the restaurant is well worth a visit.  And I would add that 
going back to the restaurant is on my list of repeat things to do next year. 
 
Roger Edmunds 

Haiku for the 
Rummikub Group  

 
Need thirty to start 
Smiley faces count as anything 
Making runs or sets. 
 
We are only a small group, but have lots of fun and laughter 
 
 Mary Piper 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Diner’s Delight Group 
 

T 
he Diner’s Delight Group celebrated its fifth anniversary this month with dinner at the Horn 
of Plenty. Seventeen members attended and a good evening was had by all including old 
and new members of the group. Because of the size of the group, pre-dinner drinks and 

hors d’oeuvres were served in the library. 
 
The Horn of Plenty provided a single table for 
the diners in the inner dining room, which we 
had to ourselves. The dinner was from the 
Monday Pot Luck menu and comprised an 
amuse bouche followed by a three course 
meal. The dinner was much enjoyed as were 
the accompanying drinks. 
 
There is currently no event planned for 
December as most members are pretty busy at 
this time of year. However, if someone wants to organise an event during the festive period I am 
sure that there will be members wishing to attend. 
 
Looking ahead to 2019, we have a blank programme at this moment in time and are currently 
looking for suggested venues and volunteers to organise events. So if you know of a good venue 
for lunch or dinner, or are keen to organise an event please contact Caroline or Andy Paskins so 
they can prepare a programme for the year. 
 
Andy Paskins 

  

Viel Spaß!  Or German with Sarah 
 Notes from a Newbie! 

 

H 
aving searched for a German group in Plymouth for years I was delighted to find not 
one, but two with the U3A in Tavistock. When I phoned to enquire, I learnt that this 
group catered for a wide range of knowledge and met once a fortnight on Mondays to 

discuss activities since the last meeting and a second topic nominated by the group. My first 
session was in early July, when I was made very welcome and found that indeed, linguistic 
confidence varied, but enthusiasm and range of experiences made the group a pleasure to be 
with. 
 
I enjoy listening to other people's opinions and stories about their travels, favourite places and 
characters and other interests. Sarah and Leigh are always at hand with their dictionaries 
when we are stuck for a word and between us we can check grammar. We always know in 
advance the topic for the next session so we can prepare our thoughts and language. They 
vary in length and in complexity, so there is something for everyone. 
 
Since July apart from discussions of all our recent activities, we have presented and discussed 
subjects as varied as our ideal dinner party guests, German traditions, landscape, memorable 
journeys, outstanding scientists, major purchases, German songs (illustrated with You Tube 
clips) and favourite characters. It is fun to see the different slants people can take on any topic. 
We also had a very welcome visit from a German friend of Pam's who was very encouraging 
about our powers of communication. Thank you to everyone who has made the last six months 
practising German so enjoyable! 
 
Sarah Berry 

 



 

 

 

 

Opera Group 
 

W 
e continue to delight in meeting monthly to watch and share views of DVD productions 
from ROH, the Met, La Scala or Vienna State Opera, plus meeting up for live 
streamings at the cinema.  

 
Our Spring season on Donizetti included the dramatic Maria Stuarda, lighthearted L’Lelisire de 
Amore, the tragic Lucia di Lammermoor and the comic La Fille  du Regiment (complete with 9 
high C’s, Dawn French -  and a firing tank!) 
 
But in early summer I think for many of us the highlight may have been the 2006 Saltzburg 
Festival production of La Traviata. This modern interpretation was stripped out staging - a bare 
plain set with the odd settee, chorus in lounge suits but a centrally placed large clock ticking 
away the consumptive beautifully sexy red frocked high heeled heroine’s time on this planet. The 
close up technology of modern DVD productions enabled us to experience the  drama and feel 
the passion. Verdi’s soaring music and an amazing virtuoso performance by Anna Netrebko as 
the courtesan Violetta -  from riches to rags, high life to death -  left  us viewers at Kaya choking 
over our gluten free biscuits and coffee. 
 
Cinema performances included the challenging Carmen (dressed in a gorilla suit at one stage?) 
There are some exciting new Spring productions from ROH which we’ll see at the Wharf, and 
Met Opera at the Vue. Even if you are not a member of the group please feel free to join us for a 
drink 30 minutes before curtain up to share the excitement/experience.  
 
Finally, we are becoming familiar with today’s opera stars. Particularly as it seems the modern 
expectation is that not only should they have wonderful voices, but look drop dead gorgeous too. 
Times have changed since Groucho Marx once said - ‘the show ain’t over till the fat lady sings’. 
 
Margaret Garton 

 Birdwatching Group 
 

T 
he Exe estuary is a brilliant place to see a great variety of birds, especially in the 
winter. That is why it is a favourite spot for the Bird Watching group to visit at this 
time of the year. In early December seven of us met up on a beautiful, clear day for 

the trek to Topsham and were in for a treat.  
 
The light was amazing and just perfect for showing off the iridescent colours of the Teal 
and Shoveler ducks and the white bars on the wings of the Black-tailed Godwits as they 
were spooked and took off as a flock, whirling around before settling again. Avocets, 
Canada Geese, Lapwings, Teal and Wigeon were in abundance as well as Redshanks.  
 
One cheeky Redshank was seen to stalk a Godwit and steal a worm right out of his beak 
and having succeeded the once we saw him try the same trick again later. We loved the 
graceful flight of a Heron as it passed close to the hide. 
 
The marshes have been dredged a bit to bring the islands closer in so we had a better 
view of many of the birds. One unusual sighting was of a Snipe. They sit so still and usually 
hide in the rushes but we had a really good view, especially looking through the scope of 
an RSPB chap. 
         Continued on the next page 

 

 
 



 

 

Recorder Group 
 

T 
he recorder group has been meeting in its new form for almost a year and, having had to 
make significant adjustments as to how and where we get together, has continued to 
grow and develop. Esther and Keith were an incredibly hard act to follow and I think they 

would be pleased with our commitment! At present we have 15 members, playing descant, treble, 
tenor and bass recorder. Some are clever enough to play several of these instruments, so we 
can alternate depending on the demands of the pieces.  
 
Randall works tirelessly, leading sessions, arranging and choosing music, and positively helping 
us as we try to improve. Without him it is unlikely that we would have been able to continue, so 
thank you very much Randall. We really appreciate all that you do. 
 
We meet on the second and fourth Wednesday of the month at the Robey Trust and we would 
like to say a big thank you to them for providing us with a venue, and particularly Kevin who 
opens up. It was difficult to find a space that would accommodate us, so we very much 
appreciate having the room made available. 
 
We have been expanding our repertoire, as well as managing to play pieces that originally relied 
heavily on Keith’s piano accompaniment. Mediaeval music, written specifically for the recorder 
(some by Henry Vlll), folk songs, madrigals and classical pieces by composers such as 
Mendelssohn, who is a particular favourite of ours, Purcell, Mozart, Bach and Handel to name a 
few. So we have something for everyone and we even recently dipped our toes into the world of 
Jazz. The term “Swung Quavers” is now firmly in our vocabulary! 
 
Playing any musical instrument with others is a brilliant “stress buster” and way of making new 
friends. Playing the recorder is no exception and our door is open to any new members who can 
read music and who would be willing to play treble, tenor or bass recorder. Please do come along 
and give us a try - it is fun and challenging and certainly a good way of keeping the grey cells 
working!! 
 

Sue Whiteman 

Birdwatching Group, continued from previous page 

 
The highlight of the day was surely the sighting of a Ruff as we went to the viewing platform 
on the way to the Goat Walk. We may have missed it were it not for another birdwatcher who 
pointed it out for us. We birdwatchers do like to share our finds! A day of abundance it was 
with a list of 35 different birds (see below). 
 
Our next outing is to Stover Country Park on January 8th and then our annual River Exe 
Birdwatching Cruise on February 1st when we get right out on the water to see them! Contact 
Christine or Rosemary if you would like to know more about the cruise or the Birdwatching 
Group. 
 
Birds seen on 14th December at Bowling Green Marsh: 
 
Avocets, Snipe, Redwing, Greenfinch, Black tailed Godwits, Heron, Ruff, Pochard, Teal, 
Wigeon, Gadwell, Pintail, Mallard, Shoveler, Shelduck, Curlew, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, 
Black Backed Gull, Black Headed Gull, Dunlin, Canada Geese, Moorhen, Lapwing, Red 
Shank, Herring gull, Pigeon, Pied wagtail, Crow, Swan, Magpie, Blue Tit, Greylag Geese, 
Cormorant 
 
Rosemary Edwards 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French Novel Group  
 

W 
e definitely like trilogies and travelling to various countries and different periods of time 
in our French novels. 
 

We have just finished the second volume about a wealthy Parisian banking family during the inter
- war years. In chaotic economic times, fortunes are swiftly amassed but equally swiftly lost. In 
"Couleurs de l' Incendie" corruption, ambition and revenge are rife and the plausible characters 
ensure a fascinating plot. 
 
We stay in Paris for three detective novels by Fred Vargas, a world-
famous and widely translated author. We follow the exploits of two ex-
inspectors with doubtful reputations who are aided and abetted by 
three modern "Evangelists" (Mathias, Marc and Lucien). For the 
reader, discovering the murderer proves quite a challenge with all the 
sub-plots. 
 
Then we travel to St.Etienne to meet a Muslim community for just 
twenty four hours at a family wedding. A powerful uncle (who only 
appears in person on the last page of the first volume) manipulates 
criminal activities from afar. The charming characters and the 
unsavoury ones are portrayed with equal skill. "Les Sauvages" by 
Sabri Louatah. 
 
On to Tangiers! Mathias Enard depicts a young lad who struggles 
against all the odds to reach Barcelona. Set in the recent period of 
"The Arab Spring" the plot revolves around the fundamentalist indoctrination of young men in 
particular. The author conveys the atmosphere of these two great cities in vivid detail. "Rue des 
Voleurs". 

 
"Colline" by Jean Giono is as relevant today as when it was 
written in the 1920's. The novel describes the relationship of 
hardworking villagers in Provence with their patch of earth and 
their dependence on a pure water source. After the devastation 
caused by forest fires, their concerns are a foretaste of our own 
global issues in 2019. 
 
We meet once a month to discuss, in English, the novels we 
have read in French at home. We also enjoy reading together 
humorous and interesting extracts to illustrate our ideas and 
opinions. 
 
If you would like to join us, please let me know. 
 
Frances Stephens 

 

The deadline for the next Newsletter is 20th February 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember 
Christmas? 

 
The U3A Christmas 

Tree in the Christmas 
Tree Festival was 
decorated by Mary 

Brock and her team. 
 

Photos by Kit Harbottle 

 

Diners Delight went 
to the Horn of Plenty 

for their pre 
Christmas delight. 

 
Photo by Andy Paskins 



 

 

Tuesday 15th January 
Walk from Tavistock to Whitchurch Down, the Pimple and Pixies Cross. 6 mls.                    John   
 
Thursday 24th January 
Walk from Burrator dam to Sheepstor church and then through the wood to Meavy and back to 
the dam. About 5 mls with some road walking and uneven ground. Optional lunch at The Royal 
Oak, Meavy. Please indicate if you require lunch.                                                 Jennie and Chris                                                                             
 

Tuesday 19th February 
Walk from Pound Corner to Buckland Monachorum and Double Waters. 6 mls                     John                                                                             

The meeting place and time for all walks is the free car park at Pixon Lane (just below the Market 

Inn) at 9.40am. unless otherwise stated above. 
Bring lunch unless going for optional lunch where available. 

Walks 

 

 

Tony’s walkers on Bench Tor on a beautiful autumn day. 
Photo by Malcolm Ashfold 

The deadline for the next Newsletter is 20th February ie, the LAST 
day for inclusion in the Newsletter before it is sent to print 



 

 

 

THEATRE NEWS 

 

We seem to have a very full list of shows available for the Theatre Royal now.  This time I have 
indicated where a discount is available if we have a booking of 10+, which means that of 10 or 
more people pay for a particular show you will receive a refund with your tickets.  Sometimes a 
60+ discount is applied but we always have the best price available.  However some shows do 
not attract any discounts at all. 
 
Do please note the deadlines, some are in January at the meeting on Wednesday 3 January 
AND WE NEED YOUR MONEY TO BOOK YOUR SEATS!   If you are not going to be at a 
deadline meeting you can either pay in advance OR send a cheque payable to Tavy U3A to me 
at 6 Hessary View Tavistock PL19 0EZ.  Sometimes the payment deadlines are very tight (there 
is one show to be paid for in January where I will have to go straight home and pay for the 
tickets) so please be aware of these deadlines when making your payments. 
If you have been lucky enough to receive Theatre Royal vouchers this festival season we can 
accept these for payment for the Theatre Royal shows. 
 
JANUARY deadline shows; 

Les Miserables on Thursday 20 June 2.30 in upper circle row B and C £68.50 discount 
available 10+.  Pay at January meeting 

That’ll be the Day on Thursday 26 May at 7pm upper row B £26.  Deadline January 

meeting. 

BRB Beauty and the Beast on Thursday 7 March at 2pm in row B in the upper circle at 

£34.  Pay by January. 

 

Other shows available. 
Rough Crossing, a Tom Stoppard play.  Thursday 21 March 2.30 circle row B £24 

discount available 10+.  Deadline February. 

HAIR – The Musical Thursday 25 April 2.30 in the circle row A and B at £28 discount 
available 10+.   Pay by February. 

Annie with Craig Revel Horwood Thursday 9 May 2.30 in the upper circle row B at £40 

discount available 10+.  Pay by March. 

Matthew Bourne Romeo and Juliet (Prokofiev) Thursday 6 June 2.30 upper circle rows 

B and C £33 discount available 10+.  Pay by March. 

The Bodyguard – the musical.  Thursday 22 August 2.30 in circle £52.50 discount 

available 10+.  Deadline June. 

Buddy 30th Anniversary Tour Thursday 5 September 2.30 in the circle row A at £29 

discount available 10+.  Pay by June. 

We will Rock You – the musical with Queen songs.  Thursday 5 December 2.30 in upper 
circle Row B £35 discount available 10+.  Deadline September.  

And finally 

 

Evita PGS in Devonport Playhouse.  You will need your own transport but there is a 
good bus service from Plymouth town centre.  Wed 27 – Sat 30 March 7.30 plus 2.30 on 

Sat.  Over 60 £14.  I will book tickets for this show as you pay. Tickets will be available for 

collection the month after you pay. 

 

Janet Hunt  
janle.hunt47@gmail.com 



 

 

  
Wednesday January 23rd  
Quiz with Wine and Cheese at Alexander Centre. 7.00pm 
  
Monday January 21st, Monday 18th February and Tuesday 12th March  
Skittles at Blacksmith’s Arms, Lamerton 
  
Tuesday February 19th 
First Aid Course by Red Cross specifically aimed for U3A Groups at Alexander Centre.10.00am to 
12 noon. Members who attended previous course highly recommend it. 
  
Friday March 22nd 
Guided visit to Crownhill Fort. 10.30am 
  
April Date TBA  
Coach visit to Knightshayes Court (National Trust) and ride on canal at Tiverton. 
  
Friday May 10th 
Guided walking tour of Okehampton. 
  
Wednesday May 15th  
Visit to Ambrosia, Lifton (depending on on-going financial uncertainty). 
  
June Date TBA 
Coach visit to Sidmouth and sea cruise along Jurassic Coast (optional). 

Events

Please make sure that you have the Group Leader’s mobile phone number if you 
are joining a Group on a trip or day out. Such occasions might be a Social event, 
a Walking or Birdwatching group or similar. 

There have been instances where members have been held up on their way to a 
meeting place and have not been able to contact the leader to let them know.  

 



 

 

TAVY  

 

DISTRICT  
 

 

 

 

Tavy District U3A 
 meets on the  

first Wednesday of 
the month  

at 2.00pm in 
Tavistock Town 

Hall 

   

Chair David Palmer 612100 

Vice Chair Paul Ward 610608 

Business Secretary Robin Neave 854766 

Treasurer Randall Williams 859167 

Membership Barry Smith 07702 871671 

Groups Liaison  Caroline Paskins 853377 

Newsletter Distribution Christine Pleydell 613054 

Speaker’s Liaison Andy Paskins 853377 

Two Moors Liaison Barry Smith 07702 871671 

Equipment Officer Andy Paskins 853377 

Catering Liaison Anna Clarkson 614243 

   

Events Committee Norma Woodcock 613597 

 Lillian Taylor 617720 

 Chris Webb 613884 

 Diana Smirles 612763 

 Janet Hunt 613088 

   

Webmaster Hilary O’Neill 854565 

 web@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk  

The Committee  

Our Speaker Programme for the next few months: 
 

February 6th 
The building of Exeter Cathedral up to c1310 

John P Allan 
 

March 6th 
AGM 

Plan for Postwar Plymouth 
Andrew Thompson 

Last date for inclusion in the next 
Newsletter is 20th February 

 
Email to                                                

johnnoblet@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk 


