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Summer is here.
Time to go to the beach!
Photo of Burrator by John Noblet
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Who’s Who in Tavy District U3A
Chair

Barry Smith

611076

Business Secretary

Robin Neave

854766

Treasurer

Angela Pitt

07519 886578

Membership

Tony Rose

481569

Groups Liaison

Pippa Gardner

616007

Newsletter Distribution

Susan Neal

611076

Speaker’s Liaison

Jane Ward

610608

Two Moors Liaison

Barry Smith

611076

Equipment Officer

David Glover

618261

W

e are living in very uncertain times as far as the Theatre Royal is concerned.
They are still sending me details of the shows they have booked in the future
but I feel at this point the Theatre Group will be unable to book any shows so,
even though you have signed up on a list at U3A, will you please now make your
own bookings with the Theatre if you wish to see a performance. If they cancel a
show they are offering refunds/credit notes.
I have received refunds for the shows which are passed that the Theatre cancelled
and I will make those payments back to you when we resume our meetings.
Here is the list of shows you can book;
•
Cinderella in March

Events Committee
Norma Woodcock

613597

Chris Webb

613884

Diana Smirles

•

Swan Lake in October (in place of Romeo and Juliet which has been
cancelled)

612763

•

This Land June 2021

Janet Hunt

613088

•

Oti Mabuse Sunday 30 May 2021

Shirley Smith

614964

•

Mamma Mia! In July

•

Comical Entertainment presents Ed Byrne Tuesday 9 March 2021
Launceston Town Hall

Webmaster:

Hilary O’Neill

854565

web@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk

I hope everyone is keeping safe and the list of all those little jobs you always
intended to do is getting shorter!
Janet Hunt

Newsletter Editor: John Noblet
The deadline for the next Newsletter is 20th August
Send contributions to johnnoblet@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk

U3A DAY HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO JUNE 2021

U3A MasterChef

O

ne of the consequences of the lockdown has been increased interest in home
baking. Here is a recipe for a super healthy Caesar Salad from our very own
MasterChef, Janet Hunt.
Caesar Salad is delicious but it is also unhealthy as salads go. This recipe is half the fat
but just as delicious.
Serves 4. Prep 25 mins (plus marinating) Cook about 25 mins
FOR THE CHICKEN
1½ tbsp lemon juice, plus extra for squeezing
1 tbsp olive oil
2 tsp fresh thyme leaves, plus a few sprigs
1 garlic clove, bashed to bruise
4 skinless, boneless chicken breasts, about
140g each
FOR THE CROUTONS
100g rustic granary bread
2 tbsp olive oil
FOR THE DRESSING AND SALAD
1 garlic clove finely chopped
1 tsp Dijon mustard
½ tsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp lemon juice, plus extra for squeezing
Good pinch chilli flakes
4 anchovy fillets, finely chopped
3 tbsp mayonnaise
4 tbsp fat free natural yoghurt
1 head cos lettuce, leaves separated, washed
and dried
100g bag rocket or watercress
25g Parmesan, shaved with potato peeler

1. Marinate the chicken. Mix the lemon juice,
oil, thyme and garlic in a shallow dish. Add
the chicken a turn it over in the marinade to
coat well. Season with freshly ground pepper
and leave for up to 2 hours.
2. Heat the oven to 200C/Gas 6. Slice, then
cut the bread into big rough cubes for the
croutons. Spread them in a single layer on a
baking sheet, then brush all over with the 2
tpsb oil. Bake for about 10 mins until golden
and crisp.
3. Meanwhile, put the garlic into a mini blender with the mustard, Worcestershire sauce,
lemon juice, chilli and anchovies. Blend until
smooth, add the mayonnaise and yoghurt,
then blend again – it should be the consistency of double cream. Adjust the taste with lemon juice and pepper. If necessary, thin with a
couple of tsps. Of cold water to get the consistency right so it will coat the leaves.
4. Heat a griddle pan until very hot. Lay the
chicken on the griddle, skin side down. Cook
for 15 mins, turning once or twice, until
cooked through. Remove and then let the
meat sit for 5 mins before slicing.
5. Keep any small inner lettuce leaves whole,
tear the larger outer leaves into 2 – 3 pieces,
then put them all in a large bowl with the
rocket or watercress. Pour just under half the
dressing over the leaves and carefully toss to
coat. Pile the leaves onto individual plates,
tucking in croutons, chicken and Parmesan.
Drizzle the rest of the dressing over and
around, then finish with an extra squeeze of
lemon

T

ime flies when you are having fun. It certainly does when
you are in the middle of a pandemic and here we are, two
months since the May “on line” edition of the Tavy District
U3A Newsletter.
Of course, not everyone has been having fun but, on the
whole, reports indicate that the “new normal” has proved
quite popular with our membership and a good proportion of
the local populace.
There are obvious downsides, work, businesses being unable to trade, schools, medical
matters, travel/days out, not being able to see friends and family, the list goes on and it varies
from person to person and their needs.
Many (very many!) years ago, at school, I remember classes on anthropology (it was probably
called something else then) with the progression of mankind through the millennia via caves,
dinosaurs, stone, bronze, iron etc. to what we recognise today! We adapted! Some things
worked better than others, conditions varied and changed and so did we. New situations
became commonplace, acceptable, then the new norm.
Standing back and looking, then taking some of the time that we all have been provided with,
things are not so bad, there are advantages to balance the “downside”, new opportunities
emerge, old ideas come back, skills are rediscovered and guitars are dusted off.
It is, however, going to be a good few months until any form of normal service will resume for
the Tavy District U3A.
We will not be having monthly meetings for some time as the Town Hall is closed till the end of
September. Groups, which are more manageable due to their size, are a simpler matter but,
at present, they are still closed down. Any meetings held will have to be your own
personal affair, not under the U3A umbrella.
The good news is that the monthly talks will soon be back, thanks to the efforts of Jane Ward,
our Speakers Secretary, who has been working to provide this service via Zoom! Details will
be coming through your email soon!
John Noblet, as always, will be very pleased to receive your articles for inclusion in the next
edition (to him by the 20th August) and my congratulations to the winners of the competitions
from the last Newsletter.
Looking forward to seeing you all in the not too distant future.
Stay safe.
Barry

Monthly Speakers via Zoom
An Experiment

I

t is now over three months since our last live monthly meeting and having, coincidentally,
been thinking about seeing whether I could persuade any of our speakers to present their
talks via Zoom one of them emailed me to say that he was going to be doing just that very
shortly for another U3A. I decided to look into the idea further and, after consulting other
members of the committee, here is the result.

Wednesday 8th July 2.30 pm
Buon Gusto - The Story of Italian Food
Speaker: Richard Haigh
Richard will tell the story of Italian food from the Middle Ages to the present day, challenging
some of our common perceptions and using only the letter P.
Richard “is a member of the Club Italiano of Totnes (the talk is one of several originally
presented there), a retired head teacher, an Italophile, and a pretentious foodie”.

Wednesday 5th August 2.30 pm
Patagonia - History, Landscapes and Wildlife
Speaker: Ian Gasper
This talk is based on a trip in 2018 to this remote, fascinating part of the world and will be
well illustrated with photos.
Ian will be known to many of you and describes himself as “an educator, ornithologist and
well-travelled individual including three years volunteering in Africa.”

Joining Instructions

“Poetry Reading” by Vernon Scannell
Before the thing begins we have
Light conversation amongst those who
know
Each other; and those who have come
alone
Try to stick their profiles on your vision
Like stamps or children's transfers:
Others sit there looking sad and spiritual
And rather dreamy.
There are more women here than men.

Poetry is concentrated on,
The words come fluttering into focus
Announcing that the nightingales and
noble sentiments
Have already been displayed, are now
Packed safely back into the conjurer's
bag;
Now is the ripest moment, now
For the best trick in the pack, the one
That never fails to ring a bell.

Just before the poems are read
The atmosphere becomes subdued
Silent and reverent like a chapel
Or a day of remembrance:
Then come the words, skilfully mouthed,
And the heads of the audience nod
approval,
And eyes grow yet more spiritual.
They are really rather bored.

Here it comes: the poets in a naughty
mood!
The gods, unbending, let their trousers
down
And oh, the giggles and the wriggles as
the words
Assume the sweet, white wicked shapes
Of breasts, of bums, of things one dare
not name
The atmosphere has changed as if
The vicar had gone mad
And danced upon the altar table,
Vine leaves on his pate.

Soon their eyes begin to scan the room
And the poetry lullabies on like any
sermon;
Then irreligious speculations intrude;
How interesting that man below the
window looks
Beards are really rather fascinating,
On certain types of course:
He looks so sensitive yet cruel But we must concentrate on poetry.

Those who would like to attend either or both of these talks should please e-mail me jane.paul.ward@gmail.com - no later than Monday 6th July (July talk) or Monday 3rd
August (August talk). You will receive an email with a link to the meeting in return.
You should join the meeting between 2.15pm and 2.30pm
Depending on the number of participants there should - note my caution at this stage- be an
opportunity for questions at the end.
Finally, this is, as I have said, an experiment. Please do email or telephone me (01822
610608) either before or after the talks with any comments or queries.
I look forward to seeing some of you on 8th July and 5th August. In the meantime, stay safe.
Jane Ward
Speaker Secretary

Lord Rochester, diluted but still hot,
Donne's log book of his explorations,
Adventures in the hot dark thickets
Of tremulous Americas;
And later Billy Blake and bad Lord Byron,
Brave modern poets who just don't give a
damnThe atmosphere grows thrilling prickles,
but alas,
There are more women here than men.

Questions and Answers
A salesman rings the doorbell and a 12
year old opens the door, holding a
can of beer and smoking a cigarette.
The salesman asks: “Are your parents in?”
“What do you think” answers the boy.
I asked a Texan “What is the opposite of
joy?”
“Depression” he replied.
“And the opposite of woe?”
“Giddyup”

Where is Solomon’s temple” I asked my
bible class.
“On either side of his head” came the
answer.
“How can I stop my husband from reading
my diary?”
“Easy. Just label it “Instruction Manual”
Is a bulldozer a sleeping bull?
Thanks to Anna Clarkson

Stop Press !

Poetry Group 3

I

mtiaz Dharkher was the poet of choice
at our end of March meeting. However,
the actual meeting could not go
ahead...yes, you know the rest -so we
made do with emails.
For those of you who haven't come
across her work, Imtiaz Dharkher
describes herself as a 'Scottish Muslim
Calvinist'. She was considered for the
role of poet laureate in 2019-a role which
she declined, despite feeling 'hugely
honoured', because she felt that the
public nature of the role would impede
the privacy she needed to write poetry.
Her poetry is clearly expressed,
deceptively simple and very moving. In
her book 'Over the Moon' published after
the death of her husband Simon Powell,
many of the poems deal with the
experiences of loss and grief.

disagreeing but to make ourselves heard
at two metres distance.

A

s you will be aware, the Government’s guidance has changed over the last
few days and the U3A National Office have updated their advice to U3As
effective from 4th July. This gives an insight into how we can proceed with U3A
meetings and group activities for the foreseeable future.

The poem on the following page was
discovered by one of our members. Of
course it bears no relation to our group,
apart from the fact that we do happen to
be all women at the moment, oh and we
do like a sociable chat as well, oh yes we
do also like humorous poetry...other than
that, nothing at all like our group!

The document is rather lengthy, covering England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, and we have placed it on the Tavy District U3A website so
that you can view it at your leisure. I would urge you to read it and understand
the revised advice, as it applies to you.
Groups and U3A activities cannot be carried out under the U3A banner
unless the guidelines are adhered to!

Joan Dennis

Barry

Well Done!
The first all correct answer to the Brain Teaser Quiz was Christine Beer.

The following poem was picked out by
two members of the group who had both
lost a friend to the Covid pandemic, so
this is for all those who are grieving for a
lost loved one at this very unusual time.

Margaret Garton wins the Music Quiz with “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes”. (See below).
Both will receive a Roots & Vines voucher.
Tavy District U3A would like to thank Roots & Vines for staying open and supporting the
town in difficult times.

Say his name

Smoke Gets in Your Eyes

Not standing by graves.
Say his name in conversation,
at tables where glasses are raised.

I

n the early 1960’s, I had a new boyfriend who
seemed the absolute man about town. Flowers on
every date. Opened the car door (!), and knew all
the places to go. He took me out one evening to a
posh dinner dance place in London, knew what to
order and seemed quite familiar with all the names
on the wine list. We had a lovely meal and danced
to what became a favourite tune, Smoke Gets in
Your Eyes.

Say his name where you live,
in the company of friends.
At the end of June, we're trying out a
physically distanced outdoor meeting.
There will be less than six of us as we
are not all able to meet yet, so we will be
fully regulation compliant.
If you happened to be out and about on
the afternoon of 24th June and heard
raised voices emanating from someone's
garden, discussing or reading poetry (or
frankly any other matter), it may have
been us - not because we were

Covid Update

Sign seen by John Noblet
Spellin aint wot it used to bee

Returning to the table, he moved closer to me,
fumbled in his pocket and delightedly produced a
gold case, opened it and in a deep brown voice said
“Fancy a fag?”.
Yes, definitely the tune was appropriate ….. and
memorised the occasion.
Margaret Garton

Who on Earth?

What is the Origin of that Expression?

Possibly, there should be a health warning if you dare to read on. But this is a
challenge .….…
Many everyday expressions have naval origins. Here are a few.
Think you know your Tavy District U3A committee?
Swinging the Lead The depth of water under the keel would be found by dropping a lead
weight over the side and counting the marks on the rope. If the sailor was just idling, he was
said to be ‘SWINGING THE LEAD’

The committee (including the Newsletter Editor who is not actually a member
of the committee although he is invited to attend meetings) were asked to
submit photos of themselves from a time before they became members of the
U3A.

Under the Weather After four hours duty on the weather side of the bow on a sailing ship
the sailor would be cold and wet. He was said to be ‘UNDER THE WEATHER’

Three of them were too shy (or is it modest?) to submit themselves for
scrutiny.

Spinning a Yarn The Ropemaker would talk and tell stories whilst working at spinning a
yarn of rope. He was said to be ‘SPINNING A YARN’

Can you identify them from the images on these two pages?
Copper Bottomed
In 1783 the Royal Navy ship’s hulls were clad in copper plate to
prevent marine growth and Teredo Worm infestation. This would make the hull smoother
and faster through the water. Therefore the Royal navy ships were the best, they were
‘COPPER BOTTOMED’

Another prize coming your way if you are the first.

Square Meal
The Royal Navy rations
were three meals a day served on equal size
square plates. All sailors would have the
same portion. So they all had a ‘SQUARE
MEAL’
On The Fiddle
The edges of a square
plate were raised to prevent food slipping off
in a heavy sea. If a sailor took too much his
food would be over the edges and was said
to be ‘ON THE FIDDLE’

1

2

Cut of his Jib
The shape of the
French and Spanish Jib Sails were different
to the Royal Navy. Therefore, spotting a ship
on the horizon with a different Jib would
mean the enemy and you would not like ‘THE CUT OF HIS JIB’,
Pooped
The poop deck is the highest, so if the sea is rough enough to wash over
the Poop, you are in trouble. You would be exhausted and said to be ‘POOPED’
Taken Aback
When a sudden gust of wind direction change hits the sails, the ship
would almost stop and would be said to be ‘TAKEN ABACK’

4

Money for Old Rope This was cash gained from selling old rope. This was often a perk for
the Boatswain, he was said to get ‘MONEY FOR OLD ROPE’
Chock a Block
Where a block and tackle are used and two blocks come together
they will move no further. They are said to be ‘CHOCK A BLOCK’

3
Thanks to Tony Jay

Who on Earth? (Part Two)

Tae a Virus
Twa months ago, we didna ken,
yer name or ocht aboot ye
But lots of things have changed since then, I
really must salute ye

Canary isles, no for a while
Nae need for suntan cream
And awe because o this wee bug
We ken tae be..19

Yer spreading rate is quite intense,
yer feeding like a gannet
Disruption caused, is so immense,
ye’ve shaken oor wee planet.

The boredom surely will set in,
But have a read, or doodle
Or plan yer menu for the month
Wi 95 pot noodles.

Corona used tae be a beer,
they garnished it wae limes
But noo its filled us awe wae fear
These days, are scary times.

When these run oot, just look aboot
A change, it would be nice
We’ve beans and pasta By the ton
and twenty stane o rice.

Nae shakin hawns, or peckin lips,
it’s whit they awe advise
But scrub them weel, richt tae the tips, that’s
how we’ll awe survive

So dinny think yell wipe us oot
Aye true, a few have died
Bubonic, bird flu, and Tb
They came, they left, they tried

Just stay inside, the hoose, ye bide
Nae sneakin oot for strolls
Just check the lavvy every hoor
And stock-take, your, loo rolls

Ye might be gallus noo ma freen
As ye jump fae cup tae cup
But when we get oor vaccine made
Yer number will be up

Our holidays have been pit aff
Noo that’s the Jet2 patter
Pit oan yer thermals, have a laugh
And paddle ‘ doon the waater ‘

5

6

After Robbie Burns
Thanks to Joan Dennis

Song of the Toilet Roll

7

By Hazel Arnold
So long I have waited for such adulation
Of my intimate quilting and neat perforation.
Perceiving my talents folk flock to admire me
and empty the shelves as they rush to acquire me,
acknowledge my presence with cries of emotion
then arrange me at home with care and devotion;
flood bathrooms and shelves with my cousins at random
and unroll me in miles with relief and abandon.

8

Can you identify the suspects (and
the shrinking violets)?
Answers to the Newsletter Editor:

Oh honour the toilet roll, shower us with thanks.
Ditch newspaper squares and all lower ranks;
freely appreciate our undoubted finesse –
then join as we celebrate, flushed with success.
Thanks to Barry Smith

9

johnnoblet@tavydistrictu3a.org.uk

Unintended Consequences of Covid 19

A

well-meaning cleaner who took
the opportunity to give a lockeddown library a thorough clean reshelved all of its books - in size order.
Staff at Newmarket Library, Suffolk,
discovered the sloping tomes after the
building underwent a deep clean.
James Powell, of Suffolk Libraries, said
staff "saw the funny side" but it would
take a "bit of time" to correct."
“It looks like libraries will be closed for
a while so we'll have plenty of time to
sort the books out", he said.
"The cleaner is lovely and does a great
job in the library. It was an honest
mistake and just one of those things so
we would never want her to feel bad
about it," he added.

POA Learning’s new on
line learning programme
is now available to U3A
members.
The courses are video
based and include a wide
range of subjects
including Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Outlook and
Food Hygiene
Awareness. Certificates
are produced on
completion.
For more information
contact Sue Hunt at HMP
Dartmoor on
01822 322241 or email
susan.hunt@poalearning
.org.uk

Remember
We fell asleep in one world
and woke up in another.
Suddenly Disney is out of magic
and Paris is no longer romantic.
New York is not buzzing
and the Great Wall of China no longer a
fortress!
Mecca is empty.
Hugs and kisses suddenly become weapons
and not visiting friends and families becomes
an act of love!
Suddenly you realise......
power, money and beauty are worthless
and can't get you the oxygen you are fighting
for.

Thanks to Tony Rose who spotted this “news”.
The world continues its life
and it is beautiful!
It puts humans in perspective, locked in their
homes.
Is it sending us a message?
"The earth, water and sky are fine without
you.
When you come back, remember......
you are my guests,
not my masters!"
Lynne Anderson

Wash Day
Before and After
By
Rod Taylor

Devon Towns and Parishes Quiz
1 Pork for the church
2 Staffordshire city with riparian
connections
3 Was this old airline really that good?
4 Yorkshire city
5 Lots of trees - don’t cremate
6 Card game regulation
7 Vermin living quarters
8 Arnold Bennett novel
9 Only way to get the door answered
10 Farmyard fowl wants to come in
11 Chocolate maker
12 Gun hill
13 Heavy is good
14 Chilly hill
15 TV Soap (abbrv) and weight
16 Pale rock
17 National park with lots of trees
18 Is theirs different from ours?
19 Most northerly parish in the South Hams
20 Male deer place
21 On the foot of Esau's twin
22 This linked the estates of Chillington and
Alvington in the 9th cent.
23 Where the rice puddings come from
24 Devon's only island parish
25 It had a mint, a castle, and a prison
26 Did her little lamb tread on it?
27 Not clean enough?
28 Scientist and churchman

29 Not onpoorly
30 Mainline station, minus saint, but not for
long
31 Nearly a fish, then a track
32 The market has survived since 1105
33 BBC Home Service amateur detective
going at speed
34 Dock on the summit
35 Stroll to the palace
36 Charles Kingsley novel
!
37 What we want more of to deal with climate
change, apparently
38 Must be last in any list
39 Sabine Baring-Gould had the manor
house rebuilt
40 The county's top left hand corner
41 Poet and churchman
42 Sounds like a playwright plus another
churchman
43 Are these villagers cockneys?
44 Granite drink
45 Summit reserved for woolly ruminants
46 Julius Caesar's winter transport
47 Devon's most southerly parish
48 What if Hal won't?
49 Not normally a field of this amongst the
trees
50 Third stop coming out of Plymouth on the
old GWR railway line to Tavistock

Thanks to Ivor Williams for this quiz.

School Report by Zoom

A

lthough much of the country remained in lockdown the Discussion Group has not been
furloughed and in May zoomed its attention onto education. The discussion was to
answer the question “Is our education system fit for purpose.” The group overviewed the key
purposes of education before assessing how well our system achieved them and went on to
compare our system’s performance with that of other countries, such as Finland.
If the system was a pupil then our report would conclude, “Could do better”.
The group did not approve of selection, also it considered the fee paying sector, that
accounts for about 7% of student places but dominating many professions, to be highly
divisive and unfair. Based on detailed international research, the UK, one of the world’s
richest countries, is positioned about half way down the ranking of major nations. This
research concluded that 20% of our 15 year olds fail to reach basic proficiency in maths,
reading and science. We expressed concern that spending on education was also being cut.
Until 1963, Finland’s educational system was, in some key respects, similar to that we
currently have in the UK. Finland decided to change it. It went comprehensive, abolished
selection, stopped assessments, set minimal homework, only the brightest university
candidates could become teachers, taking 5 year masters degrees, they are well paid and
respected. The result? Finland is now one of the highest educationally ranked countries in
the world. Many of the principles that guided the highly successful reforms in Finland have
also shaped educational policy in other high performing countries.
We are told that our politicians, in managing the threat from Covid19, are basing their
decisions on “the science”. The group thought our politicians should manage the threat to
our future, posed by an underperforming and divisive educational system, on “the facts and
evidence.”
One of our Secretaries of Education, of which we have had 24 since 1969, described our
education system as a “muddle”. We agreed, but we held out little hope that, given education
is arguably undervalued, little is likely to change in the near future.
Malcolm Cooper

If you want to know the answers before the next Newsletter, email
johnnoblet@tavydistrictu3a.org

No social distancing here!
Cattle drift on the Princetown
road seen at the end of June by
Pauline Noblet

Bloody
Dating
Agency!
Thanks to
Rod Taylor

Where Modern Forecasting Began

I

results, which were not very convincing. In
fact, they were pretty awful. Then there was
his picture of the future: numerical
forecasting would be carried out in a huge
theatre, where 64,000 ‘computers’ (i.e.
people with calculating machines) would sit
in various positions appropriate to that
particular country’s data. Supervisors would
issue and collect the data under the control
of one director seated in a high tower in the
This man was fascinated by the possibility of middle of the arena. In 1922 all that seemed
a little far-fetched. The Manchester
mathematics; one of his earliest jobs after
Guardian called it the ‘rhapsodies of an
obtaining a physics degree at Cambridge
irresponsible visionary’, but tempered that
was working for the National Peat
Industries, calculating just how deep drains by saying it was also ‘an attempt to picture a
forecast-factory of the future.’
had to be cut to run off the right amount of
rainwater. When he heard about the Titanic
It seems incredible now that the book made
disaster in 1912 he devised a method of
so little impact, had no effect on weather
calculating the distance of an iceberg by
timing sound echoes, using a penny whistle, forecasting procedures, and was hardly
mentioned in the meteorological text books
an umbrella (to amplify the echo) and the
for the next twenty years. The experts
Yarmouth pier on the Isle of Wight.
clearly saw it as an impossible dream and
He realised that given sufficient data, the
dismissed it from their minds. Curiously,
problems of weather forecasting might be
plate tectonics, the theory of continental drift
attacked mathematically.
put forward in 1915 by Alfred Wegener,
While in the trenches he constructed simple went the same way. Again, the experts
laughed – who could imagine whole
meteorological instruments, was
continents drifting about all over the place?
commended for avoiding careless driving
through shell-holes, and wrote a book. This So the east coast of South America fitted
into the west coast of Africa? So what?
described how, given enough data and a
School-children were still laughing about this
great many human calculators, it might be
theory in the 1940s as some geologists
possible to forecast the weather by using
numerical methods. He had picked 0700 on were beginning to wonder.
20th May 1910 as a base; this was quite
The trouble was that no-one could see any
deliberate as he was not making an actual
mechanism by which continents could float
forecast, but wanted to compare his result
with the real weather charts six hours later. around; and no-one could see any kind of
mechanism that would take the place of the
He spent every spare minute of his time in
France writing his book and calculating the 64,000 ‘computers’. In the early 1940s that
word still meant human beings. But by 1950
future weather from his base data. The
our Quaker ambulance driver had received
whole thing got lost in the battle of
a forecast produced electronically in
Champagne in April 1917, but was
America on a primitive computer, and by
miraculously discovered in a heap of coal
1954 the Met Office was realising that
several months later.
numerical forecasting showed great
The book, Weather Prediction by Numerical promise. A computer was installed by
January 1959 and now, of course, they have
Process, came out in 1922. Reviewers
an array of super-machines producing
were unimpressed because of its difficult
forecasts for the whole world.
maths, and because the author had been
totally honest and included his forecast
n the grim summer of 1917 there was a
British ambulance driver working for the
French 14th Army in the trenches near
Rheims. He was a Quaker, refused to take
up arms, and was in a secure job of national
importance, but he volunteered to join the
Friends’ Ambulance Unit. The British army
did not at that time welcome this kind of help
so they were attached to the French.

The Story of William Martin

I

f you took up the challenge of the Covid 19 Treasure Hunt a couple of months ago you
would know that the answer was William Martin and the date was 1943.

But why William Martin and what was his story?
One April morning in 1943, a sardine fisherman spotted the corpse of a British soldier floating
in the sea off the coast of Spain, which set off a chain of events that would change the course
of World War Two.
Operation Mincemeat was the most successful wartime deception ever attempted, and
certainly the strangest. It hoodwinked Nazi espionage chiefs, sent German troops racing in
the wrong direction, and saved thousands of lives by deploying a secret agent who was
different, in one crucial respect, from any spy before or since: he was dead. His mission: to
convince the Germans that instead of attacking Sicily, the Allied armies would invade Greece.
The brainchild of an eccentric RAF officer and a brilliant Jewish barrister, this great deception
involved an extraordinary cast of characters including Ian Fleming, who would go on to write
the James Bond stories; a famous forensic pathologist; a beautiful secret service secretary; a
submarine captain; three novelists; an irascible admiral who loved fly-fishing; and a dead,
Welsh tramp. Using fraud, imagination and seduction, Winston Churchill's team of spies spun
a web of deceit so elaborate and so convincing that they began to believe it themselves.
From a windowless basement beneath Whitehall, the hoax travelled from London to Scotland
to Spain to Germany and ended up on Hitler's desk.
The two masterminds of the operation were Charles Cholmondeley and Ewen Montagu, two
men with what Churchill called "corkscrew minds". First, they obtained a dead body from a
London coroner. Then they set about creating an entirely new personality for the dead man,
whom they designated William Martin, a major in the Royal marines. Using false identity
cards, faked personal letters, receipts, bills, photographs and other "wallet litter", they gave
the dead man a father, a fiancee and a backstory. But most crucially they chained to his wrist
a briefcase containing official-looking documents, letters written from one general to another,
which clearly indicated that the Allied armies massed in North Africa were aiming for Greece.
These, too, were false.
In April 1943, the body was dropped into the sea from a Royal Navy submarine and then
floated towards the coast of Spain.
Operation Mincemeat fooled Hitler completely: German troops were deployed to the wrong
place; thousands of British, Canadian and American lives were saved; Mussolini was
deposed; and the course of World War Two was changed.
A film was made of the story of Operation Mincemeat in 1956 and titled “The Man Who Never
Was”.
Geddit?
John Noblet

Poem For The Ladies

Where Modern Forecasting Began

(Allegedly by Pam Ayres, but she claims it’s by someone else)

I'm normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can't go out the gates.

So here you find me stuck inside
For weeks and maybe more
I finally found myself again
And then I had to close the door!

You see, we are the 'oldies' now
We need to stay inside
If they haven't seen us for a while
They'll think we've upped and died.

It didn’t really bother me
I'd while away the hour
I'd bake for all the family
But I've got no flaming flour!

They'll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn't any Facebook
So not everything was told.

Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I'm swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer.

We may seem sweet old ladies
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s –
If you only knew the truth!

At least I've got a stash of booze
For when I'm being idle
There's wine and whisky,
Even gin If I'm feeling suicidal!

There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts.

So, let's all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this awful virus
Doesn't decimate our wealth.

Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone's mum,
Somebody's wife, then nana,
Who on earth did we become?

We'll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I'm not far too wide
To fit through the flaming gates!

We didn't mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full
But to bury us before we're dead
Is like a red rag to a bull!

Continuued

However, there still remains the problem of
small initial disturbances; this is where a
butterfly flapping its wings in Brazil can
supposedly initiate a storm a week later
three thousand miles away. So the
meteorologists use ‘ensemble’ forecasting,
which means running several forecasts from
equally likely conditions, noting the
differences, and giving confidence ratings
accordingly.
But what of our ambulance driver? I have
told you about Lewis Fry Richardson, born
1881, died 1953. Without his work your
forecasts, and those for the airlines and
other companies all over the world, would
be very different, and not one tenth as
accurate.
It’s lucky someone looked in that coal heap.
Ivor Williams

There are bargains to be had,
……………….if you know where to look
(according to John Noblet)

From Launceston U3A Members

Social Distancing!
(As seen by John
Noblet on one of his
his wanderings)

Seen in a Tavistock
pharmacy

No reasonable offer
refused.

Wrinklies
(After the morning walk)
When Viv and l go to the shops
For milk and bread and cheese and chops,
We look at all the wrinklies there,
Who shuffle round the shelves and stare,
And tell ourselves when we are old
Our hands won't shake, we won't lose hold.
And when we're halfway home, we find
We've left the cheese and chops behind.
Mary Brock

Lockdown Limerick
There's something I really must share:
Matters it not what I wear
Two Owls and a Wren
Four Larks and a Hen
Have all made their nests in my hair.
(Apologies to Edward Lear)

Except in my case it's the bees which get
tangled up in the wilderness which is now
my hair, and end up stinging me in their
efforts to escape.
Judy Brown

Lockdown Musings
Covid Scams

I

have not physically left Whitchurch but I
have experienced travel from my armchair
and bed.
My neighbour has been sharing his photos of
various trips he has made in South America
and Nepal. I look forward to opening my iPad
to see where I will go that day.
One evening, as I got into bed, my daughter
in law sent a message to me and I joined her
and the three grandchildren on Facetime and
walked through the Pennsylvania woods in
their late afternoon.
My wonderful U3A friends have phoned, sent
jokes, poems and messages. Another friend
sent her daughter to the pharmacy for me to
collect my prescription.
My daughter and her husband both work for
the NHS in North Tyneside and Newcastle.
Their children go to school and are making
PPE equipment for their parents. I worry.
Days merge into weeks and I do miss a hug.
We will get through this but how lucky we are
to live in this beautiful county in a great
community.
Caroline Lorenzi

T

here's been a rise in scams
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
so it's important to remain vigilant.
DO NOT give your personal details
or money to fraudsters. Remember
to take time to STOP,
CHALLENGE and PROTECT.
STOP: Taking a moment to stop
and think before parting with your
money or information could keep
you safe.
CHALLENGE: Could it be fake? It's
OK to reject, refuse or ignore any
requests. Only criminals will try to
rush or panic you.
PROTECT: Contact your bank
immediately if you think you've
fallen for a scam and report it to
Action Fraud.
Be Alert!

